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LEEUWIN BARRACKS SITE, EAST FREMANTLE — DEVELOPMENT 
Grievance 

MR M.H. TAYLOR (Bateman — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.42 am]: Prior to entering Parliament three and 
a half years ago, I worked for 10 years in sustainable development planning. Initially at the CSIRO and later as 
a sole trading consultant, I worked on some of Western Australia’s largest urban and industrial developments, 
including Alkimos Beach and Latitude 32. While at the CSIRO, I was asked to be project director for the 
“Wungong Urban Water Master Plan”. This was Western Australia’s largest master plan, covering 
1 500 hectares for a 15 000-household development near Armadale. I am proud that this project won WA’s top 
planning award for 2007. One of my motivations for entering Parliament was to ensure that the expected 
doubling of Perth’s population by 2050 is achieved in a way that improves our already famous liveability and 
lifestyle. One matter of special importance to me is the pending development of the Leeuwin Barracks site in 
East Fremantle, which I seek to raise today with the Minister for Planning. I first brought this matter to the 
attention of the former Minister for Planning, whose response to my subsequent written correspondence 
reassured me that the Department of Planning was liaising with the Town of East Fremantle and the landowner 
to create an appropriate planning framework that would ensure desirable outcomes. 
Today, as the endorsed Liberal candidate for the electorate of Bicton, I wish to seek an update on this planning 
process and to put on record a range of issues that we as a state government will need to consider as this 
planning and development progress. The development of the Leeuwin site within the Bicton electorate not only 
impacts local residents, but also its size and prime riverfront location make it a very special site of significance 
for the region and our capital city. I also have a personal connection to this site because my family home was 
about one kilometre away and I spent much of my childhood along the stretch of river surrounding 
Leeuwin Barracks. This unique long-term project presents an amazing opportunity for the community and all 
levels of government to work together to create a vibrant precinct that will deliver triple-bottom-line benefits for 
many generations to come. The federal Department of Defence is the landowner, so I have been in regular 
dialogue with my federal colleague ex-brigadier Senator Linda Reynolds, who shares my commitment to 
ensuring that all levels of government cooperate to achieve the best outcome for the community. I also recently 
met with the Town of East Fremantle Mayor, Jim O’Neil, and CEO, Gary Tuffin. As the responsible local 
government, the Town of East Fremantle will lead the creation of a master plan that will be used to guide more 
detailed subsequent planning and development processes. The town is eager to work with the state and federal 
governments to ensure a strong community outcome. I want to highlight some matters for the minister’s 
awareness based on those conversations. 
Firstly, controls need to be put in place to ensure that excessive density is not granted on the site. I imagine that this 
will need to occur at the scheme amendment stage because changes to the town planning regulations structure plans 
mean that these documents are now regarded as only non-binding guidelines. The Town of East Fremantle has 
expressed to me that it does not want a repeat of what has happened recently in South Perth regarding height and 
density beyond the community’s expectations. We need to ensure that a highly qualified state government 
representative is intimately involved in the master planning to provide expert guidance and an efficient and 
effective single point of access to state government. Further, the Town of East Fremantle advises me that there is 
currently no developer contribution scheme to allow it to facilitate additional funding for this project. I believe 
that we have a duty to ensure that the local government is adequately funded so that the planning and 
development process can be conducted in a thorough and comprehensive manner befitting this project of great 
local and regional significance. 
The redevelopment of the Leeuwin site will need to be incorporated into long-term planning documents, such as 
Perth and Peel@3.5 million. The town informs me that the current population and density projections exclude 
this site, yet the surrounding areas are low density. The redevelopment creates an exciting new potential for 
activity, and this will need to be factored into transport planning, including an assessment of the public transport 
needs of the redeveloped site. Although the emphasis of the initial discussions seems to be on residential 
development, the site also lends itself to commercial development, and this ought to be considered from the 
outset. We also need to consider how we can utilise the existing buildings while the planning process is being 
finalised. The last thing anyone wants is for buildings on this prime site to sit vacant for years. As the project 
moves from the planning to the construction phase, we will also need to consider things such as the current 
overhead powerlines that traverse the site, which could easily be put underground in the process. I am sure that 
local residents would appreciate the improved reliability and the government would save on ongoing 
maintenance costs. Construction will also need to take into account the various drainage, waste and stormwater 
management considerations to minimise any potential impacts on the Swan River. The area surrounding the site 
is made up of mostly local roads, and there are roundabouts on Preston Point Road either side heading to and 
from the site. This will need to be factored into the construction phase as a huge number of demolition and 
construction vehicles will require access to the site over a long time. This will put enormous pressure on the 
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existing road network and cause considerable disruption to local residents. Further, the road infrastructure will 
need to be upgraded to cater for the increased vehicular traffic following the redevelopment, in addition to extra 
public transport, as I have already highlighted. 
In conclusion, as the minister can see, a range of issues will need to be addressed in preparation for the 
development of the Leeuwin Barracks site. This site represents an amazing opportunity for the local community 
of East Fremantle and for the greater community of Bicton and the Perth metropolitan area. I am committed to 
utilising my extensive planning knowledge and experience to work with the various local, state and federal 
government agencies to ensure that the redevelopment of this site produces the best outcome for our community. 
I also invite anyone who wants to be informed of the progress of this site to contact me by email and I will gladly 
pass on their feedback and keep them updated as progress is made. 
MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.48 am]: On behalf of the Minister for 
Planning, I thank the member for the grievance. Certainly, the Leeuwin Barracks site is a very significant site in 
the Bicton electorate. In a moment I will get back to some of the activities both the minister and I have already 
undertaken for that site. However, it is probably worthwhile running through some of the history of the site and 
some of the steps that are required in the near future to bring that development to fruition, some of which have 
been touched on by the member.  
Leeuwin Barracks, formerly known as HMAS Leeuwin naval base, is located in East Fremantle. It is of a fairly 
significant size. It is 14.3 hectares which, considering the urban densification around that area, is 
a significant opportunity for a potential development site. It is owned by the commonwealth government. It is 
a Defence property, but obviously the Department of Defence has expressed an intention to redevelop the site as 
it is no longer required for strategic purposes; hence why it is such a fantastic opportunity for the community if it 
is done well and if it is done right. The Town of East Fremantle, in conjunction with the Department of Defence, 
is undertaking a master planning process over the site. To assist in this process, a consultant team has been 
assembled, which incorporates traffic, environment, heritage, architectural, place making and urban design 
experts. The master planning process also includes a design charrette and stakeholders, including community 
members, which I think is an important addition, and they will collaborate on a vision for the development. The 
charrette will be an opportunity for the public to engage in and influence any potential masterplan outcome. This 
will run over the week commencing 12 September 2016 for the public to attend during several open sessions. 
A presentation of the outcomes will then be given on the evening on Thursday, 15 September. I believe further 
details are available on the Town of East Fremantle website. I have no doubt that the member for Bateman will 
be involved in that process and keep his community informed. 
The master plan will provide a level of certainty to prospective developers, who are equally important. That will 
assist the Department of Defence in disposing of the property and realising an appropriate market value. It is 
expected that the master plan will be presented by the council by the end of 2016 for consideration, so it will be 
great to see some progress being made on that site. That is a step in the right direction. Although at this stage the 
state government is not a decision-maker in the process, the Department of Defence and the Town of East 
Fremantle are managing the process. That said, I assure the member that the minister, the director general of 
Planning and I have visited the site with the Town of East Fremantle, as we have been doing with many local 
government authorities. As such, the minister is intimately aware of the importance of the site and the 
importance of getting it right, doing infill well, doing density well and being mindful of the community 
expectations. We have had a tour around the site as well. The director general of Planning made it known to the 
Town of East Fremantle, as she has made known to other local government authorities, that when such strategic 
planning decisions on a big parcel of land like this are being made, it is important to engage early with the 
Department of Planning. That should give the member and his community some encouragement to know that we 
are on top of that. Having local members such as him, especially when they have such a good, strong 
background in planning, certainly cannot be a bad thing. The member for Bateman’s involvement in and 
coordination of communications with the community can only benefit the ultimate outcome. Certainly, the 
Minister for Planning, the staff and I will continue to be available to assist in any way we can. It is fair to say 
that we want to see an outstanding outcome for the community. If it is done, it will be a great example of infill 
done well. It is a fantastic, beautiful location. It is great when local members take such an active interest in 
important local matters. The minister and I look forward to working with the member for Bateman to see this 
project progress. The member is quite right: the Town of East Fremantle thus far is doing a very good job and it is 
aware of how important it is to get it right. We look forward to working with the member, the Town of East 
Fremantle and the Department of Defence to ensure that this project is developed well and on time for the local 
community. I thank the member. 
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